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ATM raiders get heavy and smash shop

Arjun Ramachandran September 10, 2007 - 12:18PM

Thieves rammed their way through the front entrance of a video store in Sydney's west early today in a
failed attempt to steal the shop's ATM.

A front-end loader, stolen from a nearby construction site*, was used to ram into the Civic Video
store on Woodburn Road, Berala, at 2.15am.

No money was stolen and the ATM was not removed from the building, Chief Inspector David Minarik
from Flemington local area command said.

"The ATM was inside the shop [and] they used the front-end loader to drive through the front of the
building, and caused structural damage to the store and an adjoining pharmacy," he said.

An employee at the pharmacy said the ATM, which could be accessed from the street, had been pushed
into the store by the vehicle.

"[The thieves] used a bulldozer to knock down the ATM, in the process a concrete wall has come
down," she said.

"The ATM wasn't taken away - they didn't achieve what they set out to do achieve, but the machine was
on the floor.

"The whole front section [of the video store] was rammed - there's nothing there now ... all the glass is
broken," she said.

Damage about one and a half metres wide was also caused to the wall between the video store and the
pharmacy, she said.

The owner of the video store would not comment.
Three men were involved in the failed heist, Chief Inspector Minarik said.

One was of a thin build, 175-180 centimetres tall, wearing an orange top similar to a council worker and
black pants.

The other two had thin builds, were 165-170 centimetres tall and wore either black jackets or blue shirts,
police said.

The front-end loader was left in the store, and the men were last seen in a small white car, possibly a
Toyota Corolla, heading east on Woodburn Road, Chief Inspector Minarik said. No one was injured.

Anyone with information is urged to call Flemington police on 9646 8699 or Crime Stoppers on 1800
333 000.

* A QuikTrak PlantWatch system could have prevented the theft and the subsequent damage to the shop
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